210                           PART IV. The Executive
With regard to domestic servants there is some uncertainty. The
extent of the immunity from criminal process could probably be
examined by a court; its absolute character in civil proceedings is
well established. The immunity can be waived by the head of a
diplomatic mission. But a diplomatic envoy is expected to conform
to the law of the land, unless it is likely to interfere with the free
conduct of his duties. He is liable to be recalled on representation
made to his home Government by the Foreign Secretary.
Scope of           The principal consequences of the extra-territoriality granted to
Immunity.      diplomatic envoys by municipal law are: x
(a) Immunity of domicile, so far as is necessary for the inde-
pendence and inviolability of envoys.
(i) Exemption from civil and criminal jurisdiction; even the issue
of a writ of summons is void: Musurus Bey v. Gadban, [1894] 2 Q.B.
352.
(c)   Exemption from being a witness on subpoena.
(d)   Exemption from police orders and regulations.
(e)   Exemption from taxation, including income tax on their
emoluments and on private income derived from abroad,
customs duties and local rates.
The Diplomatic Privileges (Extension) Act, 1941, extended diplo-
matic immunity to the representatives of allied Governments
established in this country during the Second World War. The
Diplomatic Privileges (Extension) Act, 1944, enabled the Crown to
concede further extensions to international organisations and their
officers. This Act was amended in 1946 to give effect to a general
convention on privileges and immunities of the United Nations,
including its councils and other organs, and also to make provision
for the immunities, privileges and facilities to be enjoyed by the
International Court of Justice. A further amendment was made in
1950 consequent on the agreement embodied in the Statute of the
Council of Europe to confer immunities upon members of Parlia-
ments appointed to sit in the Consultative Assembly at Strasbourg.
The Acts of 1944, 1946 and 1950 were replaced by the International
Organisation (Immunities and Privileges) Act, 1950, a consolidating
statute. The Diplomatic Immunities (Commonwealth Countries and
Republic of Ireland) Act, 1952, conferred upon the High Commis-
sioners of those countries and on their official staffs the same im-
munities as are enjoyed by the envoys of foreign States and their
official staffs. In tie case of citizens of the United Kingdom who
are members of such staffs immunity can only be claimed for their
official acts. ,
1 Oppenheim, International Law (Longmans), Vol. I., 8th ed. (Lauterpacht),
pp, 788-805.